
Solar Photovoltaics – Vermont   

Middlebury College will buy 100% 
of the array’s production to help 
meet its goal of 100% renewable 

energy by 2028. 

* Site maps can be enlarged in the posting of this article on our website.
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Norwich Solar 
is pleased to an-
nounce receiv-
ing a Certificate 
of Public Good 
(CPG) from the 
Vermont Public 
Utility Com-
mission for a 
500kW AC solar 
array in Barnet, 
VT and another 
in Jamaica, VT. 
Both ground-
mounted 
systems will gen-
erate enough 
renewable clean 
energy to power 
approximately 
270 homes per 
year, and offset 
the carbon emis-
sion equivalent of almost 300 cars per 
year.

Martha Staskus, Chief Development 
Officer for Norwich Solar stated, “It’s been 
a pleasure working with the towns’ Plan-
ning Commissions and Selectboards to 
achieve the first milestone of CPG. We’re 
looking forward to moving these projects 
forward in collaboration with landowners. 
Both the Milarepa Center and Kings Plot 
have been enthusiastic supporters from 
the start, and we’re glad to be seen as a 
trusted partner.”
The Community Solar Project in Barnet

The array in Barnet will be located at 
Milarepa Center, off Route 5. Milarepa 
Center is a Tibetan Buddhist retreat 
center named for an 11th century yogi 
famed for attaining enlightenment in a 
single lifetime. The center, an affiliate of 
the international organization the FPMT, 
hosts both public and private retreats 
and was founded in 1981 by students of 
Lama Thubten Yeshe and of Lama Zopa 
Rinpoche. Barnet Selectboard, Planning 
Commission and the Northeast Vermont 
Development Association, the regional 
planning commission, all granted “pre-
ferred siting” for the location.

Dawn Holtz, the Director of the Mil-
arepa Center, recognized the potential for 
solar to be a good use of the open field 
adjacent to the existing electrical trans-
mission corridor on the property. 

Holtz stated, “As a donation-based non-
profit, hosting the solar array will help the 
Center with meeting its financial goals 
for the next 25 years, and we’ll continue 
to have open meadows/land for our use.” 
She also adds that “the Center’s unani-
mous approval by its board members 
demonstrates the center’s strong commit-
ment to sustainable operations and is an 
example of the Buddhist practice of ‘bod-

hichitta’ because of the good will that will 
spread through renewable solar energy 
generation for the outside community.”
The Community Solar Project in Jamaica

The solar array in Jamaica will be locat-
ed on a depleted gravel/sand extraction 
area. The Jamaica Selectboard, Planning 
Commission, and the Windham Regional 
Planning Commission all designated the 
location as a preferred site. The array will 
occupy roughly 3-4 acres of a larger parcel 
which also hosts several homes. 

The Jamaica Planning Commission and 
Selectboard commented that they “were 
pleased to provide a letter to the Public 
Utility Commission indicating that the 
Town wished to designate the project 
location in East Jamaica as a ‘preferred site’ 
under Section 5.103 of PUC Rule 5.100.” 

“We recommended that our Select-
board endorse Norwich Solar’s applica-
tion for a Certificate of Public Good for a 
solar array on site P00S-30 based on the 
project’s compliance with all of our Act 
174 compliant energy plan’s solar array 
siting criteria”, noted the town Planning 
Commission in a group statement. “Fur-
thermore, we noted that when complete 
this project will provide sufficient renew-
able energy to meet over 50% of our plan’s 
2050 renewable source generation goal. 
We have encouraged Norwich Solar to 
consider additional similar future projects 
in Jamaica.”

Domenic Mangago, owner of the prop-
erty known as Kings Plot, recognized the 
opportunity solar provides for maximizing 
the benefits of his land, and gaining addi-
tional returns on his property investment. 
He manages several properties through 
his residential and commercial property 
management company that builds and 
supplies affordable homes to the local 
area.

Mangano commented, “The project is 
a win for the town of Jamaica. Not only 
does the project generate clean energy for 
the region, it’s a smart decision for me as 
a property owner and manager. The solar 
array will also not be a disruptive neighbor 
for the residents of the nearby homes and 
apartments located on the property.” 

Norwich Solar develops several dif-
ferent types of commercial solar projects 
including on-site solar for businesses or 
municipalities, as well as community solar 
projects like these ones. The net metering 
credits generated from community solar 
arrays are allocated to a variety of Vermont 
customers. Both 
projects have 
allocated a mix of 
small businesses, 
mostly agricul-
tural produc-
ers, through 
Norwich Solar’s 
Small Business 
Community Solar 
Alliance. The 
program is open 
to any Vermont 
business with 
Green Mountain 
Power electric 
bills in excess of 
$10,000 a year. By 
participating in 
Community Solar 
projects like this, 
Vermont busi-
ness owners can 
save money on 

their energy costs while contributing to a 
more vibrant local economy.

The project has several more mile-
stones to complete before physical work 
is expected to begin this spring, including 
permitting, final design and procurement. 
With over 20 similar projects in the pipe-
line for 2023, Norwich Solar is planning to 
bring more than 13 million kilowatt hours 
of solar energy online by the end of the 
year to the northern New England region.

For more information about this and 
other projects under development by Nor-
wich Solar, go to www.norwichsolar.com/
solar-installation-in-development. 

Top left: The 500kW AC preliminary site plan for the Barnet project; top rt: The 500kW AC preliminary site plan for the 
Jamaica project; above: an existing similar 500kW DC site at the Weathersfield town garage. (Photos: Norwich Solar)

operating in Vermont.
We might point out that Green Moun-

tain Solar is not associated with the utility, 
Green Mountain Power, which operates in 
Vermont, nor is it associated with Green 
Mountain Energy, which is a subsidiary of 
NRG Energy operating in Texas.

The Green Mountain Solar website is 
www.greenmtnsolar.com. 
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Locally owned and committed to our community,
we provide excellent jobs for our local economy. 
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Join Our Team and Grow With Us! 
Now Hiring Installers 

• INSTALLATIONS • SALES • SERVICE • DESIGN •

www.omearasolar.com  •  omearasolar@gmail.com
Serving Orange County, VT, Grafton County NH, & the surrounding areas

Roof Mounts, 
Ground Mounts 

Trackers
grid-tie, off-grid, grid-tie 
battery backup solutions

802.522.2381
• 26% Federal Tax Credits •

New lithium storage/battery 
options for your grid-tie system

GreenMtnSolar.com
802-369-9149

Solar • Battery Backup • Heat Pumps • EV Chargers

Boost your energy 
independence with Green 
Mountain Solar, a local VT 
installer that puts customer 

service first.

Quality work, durable products, 
and a process that prioritizes 
your informed decision—with 

no hard sales, ever!

Green Energy Times staff
Green Mountain Solar 

(GMS) was founded in 
2017. At that small begin-
ning, Paul Lesure was 
the only employee (not 
counting his pickup truck), 
and he worked from his 
kitchen table.  

Lesure explained the 
growth after that. “By the 
next year, we’d added bat-
teries into our regular ro-
tation of installs. By 2022, 
we have grown to about 
30 people. And of course, 
our larger team doesn’t fit 
around my kitchen table 
any more – we have out grown two of-
fices and are now in our permanent office 
and warehouse in South Burlington. GMS 
installed slightly less than two megawatts 
(MW) of solar systems in 2021. For 2022, 
that grew to about three MW.”

Lesure explained that GMS has an 
overarching business objective. “I would 
say our goal as a company is to deliver a 
great customer experience,” Lesure told 
us. “My favorite thing is just working with 
a homeowner to switch to renewable 
energy.” 

GMS installs Qcells solar panels, which 
are regarded as among the best available. 
Lesure pointed out that their new factory 
in Georgia makes it possible to have 
panels that are made in the United States. 
GMS almost always installs Enphase 
micro-inverters because, though they are 
a little more expensive than others, they 
are very reliable, with a failure rate of less 
than 1%, and they have strong perfor-
mance advantages over string inverters 
for nearly all purposes smaller than utility-
scale installations. 

Also, Lesure noted one thing really spe-
cial about the Enphase micro-inverters. 
“Our customers really love the production 
monitoring that they get through the 
Enphase app.”

GMS often installs batteries for grid-tied 
systems. The batteries it uses are the Tesla 
Powerwall, SimpliPhi, and Fortress Power. 
Lesure said, however, “Battery backup 
doesn’t offer a return on investment 
(for comparison, you wouldn’t expect a 
generator to have a payback period). With 
a battery it is all about energy indepen-
dence and peace of mind.” It is something 
a person may pay extra for to be able to 
face stormy weather. 

GMS does not do off-grid projects. 
However, they have been involved in 
some unique applications of batteries. 
A short article explaining one example 
of this, “Green Mountain Solar Retrofits 
Champlain Valley Office of Economic Op-
portunity’s New Mobile Outreach Vehicle 
with Green Technology,” appeared at the 
Green Energy Times web site in March 2022 
(https://bit.ly/GMS-heat-pumps).

Installation of heat pumps is very im-
portant for switching people away from 
fossil fuels and to renewables, and this is 
the reason GMS has taken on this line of 
work. The same can be said for chargers 
for electric vehicles (EVs). Progress on tak-
ing a specific home off fossil fuel depen-
dence need not be undertaken all at once, 
however. “Many customers take steps, to 
electrify different parts of their lives as a 
way to reduce their dependence on 
fossil fuels. That’s why we also offer 
heat pumps and car chargers. They’re 
such a natural pair with solar.”

Lesure said he is personally excited 
about the emergence of bidirection-
al EV chargers. Such chargers allow 
an EV that is equipped to support 
them to power the house. The Ford 
F-150 Lightning is one vehicle that 
can do this. And yes, Lesure has a 
Ford F-150 Lightning. But no, he has 
not put in a bidirectional charger 
quite yet – every time he gets one, it 
goes to some customer who needs it. 

Clearly, for GMS, the customer 
comes first. Lesure described its 
approach to business as including 
a promise of an “education-forward 
approach and our no-hard-sales-ev-
er.” He said, “Our customers say that 
our team is communicative, trans-
parent, and professional. We offer 
high-quality products that will stand 
the test of time so that our custom-
ers get the most value out of their 
home improvement investment. We 
work with the homeowner to walk 
through the experience.”

Like most solar installers, GMS 
does not do financing for customers, 
but it does help them get financing 
through VSECU, which is broadly 
available to almost anyone living or 

The Green Mountain Solar crew stands proudly in front of their hard work: a 
20-panel, 8.4kW ground-mounted solar system. (Courtesy photos)

Top: a roof-mounted solar system. Bottom image shows a 
17kW roof-mounted solar array in central Vermont. Both solar 
systems were installed by Green Mountain Solar.  
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